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honestly altogether quit his profession, than dishonestly
4egrade himself and it to a lower level; for though, idly
reclining on that level of degradation, he might fill his
purse, it would be at the expense of those whose benefit is
the end and object of medical science.

THE WEEK.
"Du." MATCOAX, on whose display of obstetric skill a few
remarks were made in the JOURNiAL of September 13th,
has, it appears, escaped unscathed from the perils which
threatened him; and, as in duty bound, has given vent to
his gratitude to the inhabitants of Lowestoft in a printed
note, in which he "begs to return his sincere thanks for
the great sympathy shewn, and the support ofered to laim-
self and family during their late severe trial."

In the lower corner of the note, the reader is directed to
"see over"; and this request being complied with, the
gratitude of "Dr." Matcham stands prominently forward
in the form of a circular, which would be spoiled by
attempting to describe it otherwise than by repeating it
verbatim. Here it is:-
"AssEiBLY-Rooxs, LowzSToFT.-LLECTURE TO FEMALES

EXCLUSIVELY.

" Dr. Matcham begs to inform the ladies of Lowestoft and
its vicinity, that on Thursday evening next, September 25tb,
he will deliver a lecture, embracing a comprehensive view of
midwifery, giving the opinions and practices of the most emi-
nent American, French, and metropolitan accoucheurs.

" The lecture will be illustrated by an extensive collection of
drawingws of the different organs, painted expressly for Dr.
Matcham, forming a complete picture gallery; and which may
be viewed by ticket holders, from 7 until 8 o'clock on the even-
ing of the lecture.

"Tickets, to admit two persons, 6d.; first seats, Od. each
person; may be had at Dr. Matcham's residence, Prairie Villa.
An early application is necessary, as tickets will only beissued
in sufficient numbers to fill the room.
" Dr. latecham respectfully invites the attention of females to

this lecture.
'N.B.-No FEMALES UNDER 20 YEnS or AGE wulL BE

ADMITTED."

For those gentlemen who may be desirous of moralising
on this document, we beg to suggest a few texts which it
furishes:

1. The comprehensive power of " Dr." Matcham's mind,
which can put into a single lecture the opinions and prac-
tice of Meig*s, Joivin, Lachapelle, Dubois, Velpeau, Chailly-
Honore, Cazeaux, Denman, Davis, Simpson, Rigby, Rams-
botham, Murphy, and perhaps a few others.

2. The admirable judgment which he has shown in pro-
ducing " a complete picture gallery" of drawings for
illustrating his lecture.

3. The liberality with wvhich the price of tickets is fixed
at so low a price, as to preclude any suspicion of interested
motives on the part of the learned doctor.

4. The care-one might almost call it paternal care-
which the excellent lecturer manifests for the morals of
youthful females; and the acute discrimination with which
he fixes the age below which the oracle must not be
consulted.
-In all these poits, we submit that "D." M cham caw't

at all be matched.

INTRODUCTORY LECTURES.

SuworOINED are brief outlines of some of the Introductory
Lectures delivered at the Medical Schools at the opening of
the Session 1856-7.

KING'S COLLEGE.
Professor HEN;FIEY commenced his address to the students

by a few general remarks as to the difficulty of finding some
point of novelty on which to bespeak their attention, and said
he wished particularly to address himself to the younger or
first year's students (very many of whom attended the lecture).
He preferred the plan of " running over the traces" left by pre-
vious introductories on his mind, and, as he said, like " Old
Mortality', striving if he could make the chisel-marks of the
old inscriptions more clear and more calculated to spur stu-
dents on in the good work in which they were now embarked.
The lecturer's address went next into the general subject of
the very great comprehensiveness of medicine, as now taught
in the schools: but the more comprehensive it had become
and more useful to man's healtb, the more had it a claim on
the student's entire attention and earnestness. Education in
medicine is very comprehensive; but it is also now beginning
to recognise certain laws. These laws, in all the scienees, rise
step by step to simpler and simpler generalisations, and ar
themselves indications of science. Knowledge, however, in
takling the condensed form, does not require less mental atten-
tion. Algebra does not require less application of the mind
than common arithmetic-of which it is a simplification. Al-
gebra requires more mental effort. - New generalisations add
new burdens in the reasoning process; and to say that medi-
cine is becoming more comprehensive, is not equivalenit to say-
ing that it is becoming easier for the student. Theory and
practice, too, are subjects invidiously but erroneously opposed.
What some persons call theory, is not theory at all, but specu-
lation. Theory is not speculation. The theory of the circula-
tion of the blood is not idle speculation. By theory is intended
a reasonable and consistent account of a collection of pheno-
mena or facts; and by practice is implied the making use of
these phenomena or facts. The lecturer next traced out the
earliest facts or observations of medicine, many of which before
Hippocrates were probably due to chance; but the subsequent
colligation of facts and phenomena as medicine has progressed,
bas gone on increasing till medical phenomena bavo become
very complex, and indebted, in a very large degree, to the sub-
sidia by sciences. Of these sciences, anatomy and physiology
form the central point as regards medicine-the key-stone of
the whole fabric. We have also animal and vegetable physio-
logy, one shedding light on and harmonising occasional facts in
the other. Materia medica also receives light from botany and
chemistry. The lecturer traced here some analogy between
matelia medica and physiology or medicine: the former is mowe
heterogeneous in its results than the latter, materia medica be.
ing something as regards vegetable pbysiology, what diseases
are as a mere study as regards animal physiology. Physic,
chemistry, biology, in fact, constitute the groundwork of medi-
cal education. The lecturer also glaneed at the mode in which
medicine, as a science, engaged the pereeptive powers of the
mind. In chemistry, the experimental functions of the stu-
dent's mind are also fully exercised. Here cause agd effect
were well seen, in the tests and complex reactions of this re-
markable study-a purely demonstrative science, almost admit-
ting of very little or no imagination or speculation. The leea
turer dwelt on the practical working of medicine as a science at
the bedside of the patient; all our theory being only subsi-
diary in its turn to the grand object of curing diseases.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE.
The introductory Lecture at University Colege was delvered

by Professor PARKES, who has recently returned from thedivil
hospital at Renkioi, where he has distinguished himself as the
centre of a most excellent organisation. Hence some addi.
tional interest was attached to the occasion; and the reception
of the lecturer was entbusiastic.
The subject chosen was The Sef-training of tAe MdiCal

Student. Dr. Parkes directed his bsears to the-generl sub.
ject of self-training on thepart of the student. He illu ed
his lecture at one point by the apposite idea of the Ant ;-ed
second year's students being similar to the soldiers of an miy,
which required discipline. It rested very much, howerverpvh.
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the indurious student, whether, in place of being merely a
private moldier, he should not by his adherence to order, by his
own ingenuity and talent aspire to the commanding position of
leader of such an army, in place of remaining in the ranks.

Dr. Parkes referred to the training of the heart, mind, and
body, as amongst the essentials of student life; and advised
the student not to regard the sick in hospitals or private prac.
tice as mere machines, and disease only as a scientific problem
to be worked out like an algebraic equation. Trials and crosses
of no slight kind might beset even the young practitioner's ca.
reer; but if he adhered strictly to the line of religious duty, to
do unto others as he would wish others to do to him, he
would not regret it, awd would feel a satisfaction of no mean
character as he progressed in life. Dr. Parkes inext gave some
practical advice to the students as to how they should preserve
their own physical health. Six or seven hours out of the
twenty-four were enough for brain work; and three should
always be seized for common bodily exercise. " You cannot,"
said Dr. Parkes in conclusion, "take too much trouble about
your bealth or too little about your life." A proper religious
feeling, as beautifully described by Milton, is allsufficient for
one, as our lives are not ouir own; while our health is entirely
left to our own desires, and very much at our own disposal.

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL.
Dr. CuxLBIRs delivered a very suggestive address on The

New Art of Healing, or what may be called modern eclecticism
in medicine, more especially as regards the effects of certain
agents in health. After briefly adverting to various subjects
which formed the staple of the lecture. Dr. Chambers proceeded
to the consideration of the present position of medicine as a

study, and invited attention to the subject of rational medicine,
as it now exists, out of hooks and schools, in real practice. He
dwelt on the necessity of not disregarding rational medicine.
We have certain agents-vaccination, iodide of potassium in
syphilis, quinine in ague, sulphur in psora, where a certain
Materies ,norbi is destroyed; and we may yet discover others.
Rational medicine ought not, therefore, to be put ouit of court.
Hydrophobia, glanders, etc., have also a materies morbi. Yet
some people demur to the rational system; and no doubt, in a
host of diseases, as phthisis, dy spepsia, pneumonia, etc., we have
no specific or antidote; but we should take care that we do not
give occasion to educated persons out of the profession to say
we prefer mystery, old routine, and doubt, to what is empirical
and specific, but certain to cure. Dr. Chambers next examinied
at some length the recent views of Becker and Moleschott as to
the effe^t of alcohol and wine, as acting in place of food, and
checking the metamorphosis of tissue-views fully corroborated
by the practice now followed in such diseases as fevers, phthisis,
hysteria, etc. This was cited as one new direction which medicine
was taking. There is a perpetual circle ofchanges going on-one
to the injection of food, anid to the process called excretion.
Health consists in the exact balance of the two; but, in dis-
eases, excretions go on too fast; the " moulting of the system",
as it is called, is too rapid; and here wine in moderate quiantities
does good. In fevers, where the kidneys, skin, and liver, are aU
bard at work to weaken the system, mo(lerate quantities of wine
check the excretions and metamorphosis of tissue. Again, in
anaemia and in hysteria, the effects of wine are opposite. But
these results have all been explained by this new system of ex-
amining the results of various agents and kinds of food, as well
in states of health as in states of disease.

ST. BARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL.
A varied and spirited lectnre was given by Mr. MCWHNsrIE.

Mr. McWhinnie's address had chiefly reference to the subject
of professional education, and the character of academic study
as practised at Oxford and Cambridge, and in the two learned
professions, Law and Divinity, as opposed to Medicine. lie
contrasted the mathematical learning of Cambridge, which
yielded most lawyers, with the logical and classical learning of
Oxford, which had given us more divines. At Oxford, too, the
beautiful doctriue of the circullation by Harvey was nurtured
and brought to perfection. Mr. McWhinnie went next at some
length into the " Surgery of the War", and the use of chloro-
form in the Crimea, dwelling on various facts already familiar
to the reader.
The army and navy surgeons had benefited by recent agita-

tion; and, as regards the Crimea, St. Bartholomew's had sent
forth its contingent of " good men and true". Tbe navy sur-
geons had to recognise the beuefits of an agitation also com-
meneed in their College: and here Mr. McWhinnie paid an uni-
varsly reeognised compliment to Mr. Allen, one of the house-

surgeons, who had "worked up the subject". Mr. McWhinni
ooncluded with some apposiie and well timed allusions to the
exoellent management of St. Bartholomew's, both as a ehbaty,
second to none in Europe, and a medical schooL

ST. THOMAS'S HOSPITAL.
Mr. LE Gtos CLARK opened the medical session in a grave

and admirable address, replete with practical and reUgious in.

struction, intended for the juvenile portion of his auditory. The

lecturer dwelt in particular on the value of self-reliance as re-

garded the studies of young men entering on the medical pra.
fession, and advised self reliance, with an appeal to Nature, in

every instance where practicable, in preference to the somewiha
diluted and not always correct knowledge of the class-books and
manuals. Self-reliance, modified by moral diffidence, sbould be
the key to all the studies on which the pupil had now entered
The descriptions of scenes of suffering in hospital which Mr.

Le Gros Clark himself had witnessed were eminently cbaracter-
istic of his highly disciplined mind; and his address was an exc-

cellent appeal to the students to cultivate the higher and more

gentlemanlike faculties of a noble calling, in contrast to mere

trade and falsehood.

GROSVENOR PLACE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE.
Mr. SPENCER WELLS referred to the events of the recent war,

dnring which many members of the school had rendered ef-

eient services in the medical hospitals ; and trusted that the
practice of having lady nurses, which had proved so beneficial
in the East, might be adopted in the London hospitals. The

lecturer then reviewed the progress of medical science and art

during the last two years-the leading feature of which was the
discovery of the cause of the coagulation of the blood. This
was perhaps the greatest discovery in medical science since
Harvey's discovery of the circulation, and it was due to Dr.

Richardson, the lecturcr on Medical Jurisprudence at this

school. Mr. Wells then adverted to the system of tutorial in-

struction adopted in the school, which he considered to possess
many advantages over the professorial system, and recom-
mended the pupils to be emulous without being envious. As a

general rule, the prizes of life were awarded to those who ob-

tained the prizes in schools; and the time was at hand when the

medical man would be called on to fulfil those duties which were

now assigned to those whose professional studies did not so

well qualify them for their efficient discharge. Adverting to

the effect of the war in raising the status of the medical profes-
sion, Mr. Wells said that the war had had a most bene-

ficial effect on outr profession. It has raised it generally in

the public estimation, by showing that we know what should
be done in sanitary matters, and will do if permitted. It

has shown the fearful disasters which follow the neglect of

our advice. It has shown us an army in the very highest
possible state of liealth and efficiency when our advice is at-

tended to; and it has placed our brethren of the army and navy
in a position of honour and independence they never attained
before, something even having been done to encourage mexit

among them by granting them a share-though as yet a very

small one-of the honours and rewards distinguished services
confer upon their combatant comrades. The past year will be

especially memorable in the history of the naval medical de.

partment, for it was then that the assistant-surgeons attained
the rights they had heen contending for in vain for nearly half
a century-the position and privileges, as well as the rank, of

commissioned officers; and it is with no slight satisfaction that

we remember how large a share the medical students of Lon-

don had in overcoming the obstinate prejudices of the Lords of

the Admiralty, and more especially that the secretary of the
Students' Naval Medical Reform Committee (Mr. Ernest Hart),
was a student of this school.
The war has shown us more clearly than ever how necessary

it is to have kind, skilful, and trustworthy attendants upon the

sick in our hospitals. The experience gained in the East must
not be lost at home. We have seen what is called the " lady-

nurse system", working under the greatest possible disadvan-
tages. The ladies who joined in the new crusade were for the

most part unacquainted with the duties of hospital nurses;
they had received little or no special education ifn the art of

tending tlhe sick and wounded; they were selected at a period
of great hurry and distress; yet they were of tbe greaLest pos-
sible assistance to the medical men, and the greatest comfort
and benefit to the soldier. It is to be hoped that the system
will have a full, fair, and lengtbened trial in England. No one

who knows anything of our London hospitals can deny that
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while there are a great many good nurses serviug in them,
there are also a great many bad ones; and few can doubt that
the bad might be made good, and the good better, by the con-
stant presence and supervision of ladies of education.

Valtstopts
MIDWIFUY AND D18RA OIF WOXE.

PRACTICE OF MIDWIFERY.
STATISTICS OF RUPTURE OF THE UTERUS.

Dr. J. D. TRASE has collected, in the American Journulal of
Medical Science for January and April 1848 and July 1856, the
histories of four hundred and seventeen cases of rupture of the
uterus; and he concludes by giving a summary of the teachings
of these cases on various points.

Causes of Rupture. The cases presented show that a dis-
eased state of the uterus is frequently met with. The state of
the organs is reported in 67 eases. In 13, it is reported as
healthy; in 20, softened; in 21, thinned; in 1, both thinned and
Softened; in 3, both thinned and thickened; in 8, " diseased";
in 1, thin and brittle. The cases thus specified were, Dr.
Trask believes, without exception, jpontaneous: hence, if it
can be shown (which is very probable) that spontaneous rup-
ture is generally associated with ani appreciable morbid state of
the uterus, then the practitioner is relieved of a degree of the
responsibility attached to him. It must be borne in mind that
the condition of the uterus in cases of rupture is now more in-
quired into than formerly; and that the proportion of cases in
wbich disease of the uterine structure exists is found to increase
with the more careful examination. In one case related by Dr.
Cox of New Yolk, there appears to have been fatty degeneration
of the heart and liver; and Dr. Trask suggests it as worthy of
notice, whether, in other cases of rupture, the muscular tissue
of the uterus may not be found in a state of fatty degeneration
similar to that found in the heart.
Do the softening and thinning found in many cases take

place during parturition, or duriDg the latter mnonths of preg.
nancy? Some light may be thrown on this point by examining
the uteri of puerperal females dying from other causes than
rupture. Long continued pressure of the contents of the
uterus may possibly be the cause of thinning of the lower seg-
ment; but, if so, it is a remarkably rare cause, since it exists in
all pregnant females. Moreover, it is not always the lower part
that is thinned and ruptured, but sometimes the body; and in
some cases the thinning is confined to a limited position, as the
side of the organ.

Dr. Trask concludes that alterations of structure doubtless
take place, in some instances, antecedent to labour from causes
not well ascertained; and in others during labour from long
continued muscular exertion.
In the 417 cases, other causes of rupture were found in the

form of conditions obstructing the progress of the child in the
following numbers:

Contraction of pelvis, at least . 74 cases.
Hydrocephalic fwtus . . . 12 ,,
Rigidity of the os uteri . . .
Obstructing bands in the vagina . U
Enlarged ovary . . . . 1

Total . . . 99
This proportion is very large. It is exclusive of cases in

wbich the head is noted as large and firmly ossified.
Taking the whole of the cases in whieh the duration of la-

bour previous to rupture is specified, it is found that the rup-
ture occurred in-

0 to 6 hours in 38 cases 24 to 36 hours in 16 cases
B to 12 hours in 36 ,, 36 to 48 hoursin1 ,,
12 to 18 hours in 10 ,, 3 days and less in 11 ,,
18 to 24 hours in 20 ,, 4 days and less in 2 ,
The statistics of Dr. Colins show that 80 per cent. of ordi-

nary cases of labour terminate in six hours; 10 per cent. in
from six to twelve hours; and from 1 to 2 per cent. in corre-
sponding periods of six hours beyond this. Hence the' duration
of labour previous to rupture is much greater than tbe entire
duration of ordinary labour. The table given above contains
34 eases of contracted pelvis; and the protracted character of
the labours as a whole suggests that this condition of pelvis ex-
isted in many cases where it is not ioted. But in many cases

the duration of the labour was so short, or its character so-little
severe, that no necessary connexion can be taeed between the
rupture and the relative size of the head and pelvis.

Inordinate voluntary exertion is a cause of rupture iu some
case3. Dr. Trask believes that no case of rupture has been
published in which chloroform was used: this, he believes, may
be due to the fact that chloroform suspends, for the most part,
voluntary action.

Situtation of the Rupture. During pregnancy, the fundus
and body were involved in 17 cases, and the cervix in 8. During
labour, the cervix was involved in 110 cases; the fundus in 17;
and the body of the uterus in 71. Of these 71, by far the larger
part were ruptures of the anterior or posterior part, or of the
right or left side; and it is bighly probable that in some of
them the cervix also was involved. In four cases, the perito-
neum was not ruptured.

Age. The ages of the patients were:
Years. No. Yer. N.o.

16 to20...2 10 30 to 35 .... 38
20 to25...2 21 35 to 40 .... 46
25 to 30 ... 61 40)to 47 .... 10

The largest number (24) occurred at the age of 30; which is
also the age at which the largest number of labours occurmd
under Dr. Collins's supervision.
Number of Pregnancy. The following table shews the num-

ber of the pregnancy in which the rupture occurred:
rregnancy. Cases. Pregnancy. Cases.

1. 31 8 7
2 . 225 9.... 7
3 . 30 10...o 12
4 . 27 11.... 8
5 . 21 12.... 5
6 .. 25.... 1. 2
7 .... 14 Multiparfe 25

SymAptom of Ruipture. The character of the labour is stated
in 1ifl cases.

Of these-Iu 40, or 29-5 per cent., it was very severe
39, or 2'5 ,, ,, strong
46, or 29-5 of , moderate
11, or 7 ,, ,, feeble
14, or 9 ,, ,, tedious

In 55, the pains ceased suddenly; in 17, they ceased gradu-
ally. Hence it appears that liability to rupture is not confined
to cases in which the labour is very severe; but that it may
occur quite as frequently when the pains are of moderate seve-
rity. Other symptoms of rupture are the recession of the pre-
senting part of the child, sudden acute pain and tearing sensa-
tion felt by the patient, and grat prostration: but these have
been absent in several of the recorded cases.

Inftitence of Delivery on Mortality. The total of all cases
delivered was 207; of these, 77, or 37 per cent., recovered: the
total of all cases undelivered was 115; of these, 27, or 23-5 per
cent., recovered. In 26 undelivered cases, the foetus escaped
into the abdomen, and was discharged after decomposition: of
these, 3 recovered. Of those who were delivered, b4 per cert.
survived beyonid 24 lhours; wlhile of those undelivered, 27 per
cent. survived beyond the same period.

Relative success of different Modes of Treatment. The fol-
lowing table gives the results: (a) when the head and the
whole or part of the body had escaped into the peritoneal ca-
vity; (b) when the pelvis was contracted.

a b

Saved. Lost. Saved. ot

Gastrotomy .. 16 .. 4 .... n .. 3
Turuing,perforation,etc. 23 .. 50 .... 15 5 30
Abandoned .. .. 15 .. 44 .... 0 .. 11
Ini 70 cases of recovery, 48 were delivered with ease (includ-

iDg gastrotomy cases): in 91 fatal cases, 38 only were delivered
with ease.
In regard to the operative procedures to be followed, Dr.

Trask repeats the conclusions at which he arrived in 1838.
These are:

1. When rupture exists, when there is no disproportion be-
tween the pelvis and the head of the child, and the head re-
mains in the cavity of the pelvis, the child being ascertained to

be living, the careful employment of the forceps should be at-
tempted: if the head retreat, perforation will probably be re-

quired: if the child be dead, perforation is to be preferred. An
impaction of the head would of course require the use of the
perforator.

2. Should the fietus bave escaped into the peritoneal cavity,


